Specimens  of  the  handwriting  of  Harvey  so  rare,  that  some  of  his  admirers  may 
be  not  unwilling  to  possess  a  facsimile.  The  origims  a  short  letter  in  reply  to  one  from 
Dr.  Ward,  the  learned  Divine  and  stout-hearted  Royalist^ho  was  Master  of  Sidney  College  from 
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1609  to  1643. 

Dr.  Ward’s  letter  is  as  follows: 


Sir, 

I  receyved  lett^*  by  wch  I  understand  his  Ma^ys  pleasure  that  I  should  send  up  the  petrifyed 
Scull,  wch  wee  have  in  Colledg  library,  wch  accordingly  I  have  done,  \vth  thee  case  wherein  we  keep  it.  And  I  send 
in  this  Lett^  both  thee  key  of  the  case  and  a  note  w^h  we  have  recorded  of  the  Donour  &  whence  he  had  it.  And 
so  wdth  my  affectionate  prayers  &  best  devotions  for  the  long  life  of  his  sacred  Ma^y  &  my  service  to  self  I  rest 

At  yu^  command 

SAMUEL  WARD. 

Sidney  Coll,  Junii  X, 

Die  Solstitiali, 

The  address  is 

To  his  much  honoured 
frend  Harvey 
one  of  his  Majestys 
Physitians  att  his 
howse  in  the  Black- 
fry  ars  he  this 
drd. 


T-hese  relics  are  not  the  less  deserving  of  noi  as  additional  evidence  of  the  interest 
taken  by  the  unhappy  Charles  in  the  inquiries  of  Neal  Science.  And  as  no  English  letter 
of  Harvey  s  has  ever  yet  been  published,  there  may  be^rsons  who  will  read  with  pleasure  even 
a  few  woras  of  his,  and  who  will  join  with  me  inmks  to  the  present  Master  and  Fellows 
of  Sidney  College  for  their  courtesy  in  allowing  the  copo  be  made. 


G.  E.  Page 


Caiu$  College^  Oct.  25,  1849. 


Harvey’s  re 
Dr.  Ward’s  letter. 


ply,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  facsimile,  is  written  on  the  back 
The  shaded  portions  represent  holes  which  time  has  worn  in  the  original. 
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M*  Doctor  Ward  I  have  showed  to  his  M‘y 

this  scull  incrustated  w***  stone,  w®**  I  receyved 

from  you,  &  his  wondered  att  it  &  look’d  content 

to  see  soe  rare  a  thinge.  I  doe  now  w‘^  thanks 

retorne  to  you  &  you*^  Colledg  the  same  w**'  the  key  of 

the  case  &  the  memorial!  you  sent  me  inclosed 

heare  in  thinking  it  a  kinde  of  sacriledg  not 

to  have  retorned  it  to  that  place  where  it  may 

for  the  instruction  of  men  heare  after  be  conserved. 


/  • 
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It  must  be  confessed  that  this  specimen  fully  bears  out  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Ent  and  Aubrey 
as  to  the  badness  of  Harvey’s  handwriting.  Another  remark  will  be  made  by  those  who  are 
familiar  with  ancient  writing — that  the  letters  are  not  only  ill-formed,  but  more  antiquated  in  their 
style  than  was  usual  at  that  period.  In  both  respects  they  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  neat 
characters  of  Dr.  Ward. 

The  MS.  and  skull  are  preserved  in  a  small  ancient  cabinet  of  carved  oak,  which  stands  in  the 
Library  of  Sidney  College.  The  skull  is  very  curious.  It  is  that  of  a  youthful  person,  and  is  incrusted 
with  carbonate  of  lime,  which  is  very  hard  and  compact,  and  is  spread  over  the  bone  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  resemble  a  petrifaction  of  the  soft  parts.  The  “  note  of  the  Donour”  states  that 
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he  was  Capt.  William  Stevens  of  Rotherhithe,  one  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity,  and  that 
he  brought  the  skull  in  1627  from  Crete,  where  it  was  discovered  about  ten  yards  (circiter  passus 
decern)  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  digging  a  well  near  the  town  of  Candia. 


